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        Selling produce at the Christmas Market in Hédé  

Programme for 2016 

Film Night Friday 18th March 2016 

The next  event on our 2016 programme is a film night to be held once again at Easter Barn 



Mellis , home of Nick and Frances Beasley. The film will be En Equilibre , a film in French with 

English subtitles. It is a lighthearted PG rated film about a stunt man who has an accident and 

falls in love with his insurance assessor.  It was given a three star rating by the Guardian film 

critic. The evening starts at 7 for 7.30.  It would be helpful for Nick to have a rough ideas of 

numbers so if you intend to go please let him know by e mail (barnbeas@btinternet.com) or 

telephone on 01379 783540. 

Monday 18th April   

Following on from her popular  cookery demonstration evenings Pam Gurhy will host a cookery 
workshop.  This will a hands on evening and participants will be making brioche and Iles 
Flottantes.  Please let Pam know if you would like to attend by phoning on  01379 890960 or e 
mailing pam.gurhy@btinternet.com.  Numbers will be limited and if oversubscribed Pam may 
run a second workshop later in the year . The workshop will start at 7pm  at  The Pantiles The 
Street Botesdale  and  will cost £6 to cover the cost of ingredients and a glass of wine.  

Sunday 22nd May  

A lunchtime barbeque – this will be a social event,  and will be held at Oak Farm Barn home of 
Mike and Chrissy Odams.  It will start at 12.30 with food served from 1.30 onwards. Please bring 
your own drinks and glasses and chairs.  Lets hope for good weather and a good turnout.  

 

 

Thursday 7th July –Sunday 10th July  

We have now heard that Hédé Jumelage are hoping to bring around 30 people, travelling 
probably on the overnight ferry and arriving sometime on 7th July , going home probably on 
Sunday 10th July. These details have as yet to be confirmed by the French but in the 
meantime a small group of volunteers have formed a committee to organize the visit.  

A number of people who were at the AGM have already ‘signed up’ for hosting . We realise 
that there will be working days when the visitors will be here but as in the past if you can 
host by providing accommodation but not be there during the day, other members will be 
able to look after your guests for outings.  Equally if you cannot provide accommodation this 
does not mean you cannot be involved. There are always events for all members to attend 
and meet our guests and also if you would like to offer to entertain some of our guests one 
evening or as suggested above during the day please let us know. We have been told that 
there will be some younger people coming and as usual we will be organizing some suitable 
events where younger visitors can get together with young Twinning members here.  



We will be approaching everybody in the next few weeks to see exactly how you can help   
but in the meantime if you have any ideas for events/ places to visit please let Linda Simpson 
know by e mailing lindaruth11@gmail.com or telephone 01379 644174 

 

 

Friday 30th September  

Fund raising evening – details to be notified in due course. 

December   

Hédé Christmas Market and Christmas Social . Details to be confirmed in due course, but we 
will again be asking members to provide raffle prizes, homemade chutney, marmalade, lemon 
curd and mincemeat (but not jam)  for sale . This is usually a fund raising event.  Members 
interested in going to help sell at the market should let one of the committee (see below for 
names and contact details) know nearer the time.  Twinning provide some subsidy for travel for 
Twinning members going to Hédé for this event . You would be hosted by a French family and 
usually you are also involved in other social events – see Gerry Gurhy’s report below for more 
detail on the sort of thing that can happen.   

. 

NEWS 

Christmas Market Hédé Sunday 6th December 

Six members of  Twinning went to Hédé last December to help out at the Christmas Market , 
Nick and Frances Beasley, Pam and Gerry Gurhy, Lynn Clarke and Joy Cornish. Here is a report 
from Gerry about the weekend: 

On Friday 4 December Lynn, Joy, Pam and I flew from Southend to Rennes to meet 

Nick and Frances at the Hédé Christmas market. 

I had visited Hédé with the Twinning visit in April but had not had a chance to see 

much of the town.  I was pleased to rectify this during the Saturday.  We began early 

with a visit guided to by a local history teacher to the neglected, but fascinating, 

chateau.  The chateau was built originally as a motte and bailey castle with the 

remaining wall of the keep dating from the 11th or 12th centuries.  The defences were 

later extended as the site has a dominating view over the plain towards Tinténiac.  It 

was eventually demolished at the end of the 16th century as part of the settlement of 
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the Religious Wars.  Much of the stone was removed by villagers to build their houses 

in Hédé but the remains of the chateau are very interesting. 

We had a walk around the town and visited the church before being taken to a parade 

by veterans of the Algerian War to the war memorial in the neighbouring village of 

Bazouges.  In a very moving ceremony, the names of all of the French dead of wars 

since 1914 were read out and two of the veterans were honoured with medals from 

the war in Algeria.  This was such a painful experience for France that it is only now 

that the former soldiers are being recognised.   

After a short reception, we were taken to the crêperie for a lunch with other members 

of the Hédé Twinning and some visitors from Badbergen, the German town that is also 

twinned with Hédé.  They too had a stall at the Christmas market.  The lunch was 

delicious but we had little time to reflect on it before we were taken to a basketball 

match which our host’s daughter was playing in.  The match was keenly fought but 

Hédé lost disappointingly to their rivals for the top place in the league.  The sports hall 

was quite spartan but it had raised bench seating for about 100 spectators.  There 

were two timekeepers who operated an electronic scoreboard, along with a match 

referee and two umpires on the court.  The organisation was very impressive. 

The following morning, Sunday, there was an early start to prepare our stall at the 

market.  We had jars of marmalade, lemon curd, mincemeat and chutney on one part 

of the stall.  

 

Then there were Christmas crackers along 

with other Christmas decoration and small 

items, kindly donated by Chrissy Odhams.  

The weather was mild but windy and there were frequent showers.  However, the 

market was busy in the morning and then again in the late afternoon.  It was hard work 

but very enjoyable.  Explaining chutney and mincemeat to our customers in French 

was quite a challenge!  We did manage to sell all of the food stock, except for four jars 

of chutney.  Sales of the Christmas items also went very well. 



During the day it was possible to see the other stalls 

selling food and local handicrafts.  The mulled wine 

kept us fortified during the day, and we were given 

lunch of German sausage and potato cakes which 

was delicious.  In the afternoon Pam and Joy went to 

the church to listen to part of the carol concert by a 

very accomplished choir.  Their presence there was 

very much appreciated by the local people.   

Sunday was also the day for French local elections and Lynn was able to witness the 

count of the votes after the polls closed.  There was keen scrutiny of the ballot papers 

and their envelopes.  Untypically from the rest of France, the Socialists were the most 

successful party in Brittany. 

We returned home on Monday morning after a very good, but tiring weekend.  Was it 

worth it?  I would say yes.  The twinning will only flourish if there are frequent contacts 

between members of the two associations.  The Hédé association had organised the 

market and so it was important for us to be represented there, supporting their work.  

New friendships were made while using our limited French.  It was also possible to 

engage with, and enjoy, aspects of French culture not seen as a tourist. 

Gerry Gurhy 

 

 

 

Our thanks to everybody who contributed with produce or raffle prizes as well as to the 

members who went. The Hédé Christmas market is a fundraising event for us and 2015 was no 

exception.   

                  



Christmas Social Thursday 17th December 

A high turnout of around 60 members attended our Christmas Social kindly hosted by Frances 

and Nick Beasley at their  home in Mellis.  Drinks and a delicious array of nibbles, prepared by 

committee members,  were enjoyed before we were invited to get try our hands at an artistic 

themed quiz organized by Frances.  Peter Lucas then played Christmas carols on the piano 

which we all joined in with getting ourselves into the spirit of Christmas.  

A big thanks to Nick and Frances for providing the lovely venue for a very enjoyable evening. 

AGM Tuesday  2nd February  2016 

There was also  a  good turnout for our  AGM .  The business element of the evening was kept 

as brief as possible.  Nick presented his Chairman’s report a summary of which is below: 

He started by thanking all members for their continued support  and the Committee  for 
helping to further the aims of the organisation and helping to provide activities for 
everybody to enjoy.  

 
In his report he looked back at 2015, not just the main events but also the opportunities for 
twinning members to have contact outside formal arrangements. He mentioned the links 
that Wortham and Mellis schools had made with schools in Hédé and Tienteniac, visits by 
Klaoda Lasternet for the Garden Lovers trip to Hampton Court, a week-long visit by  
Bernard and Marie Claire Van Schoorrise and the six week visit of Clementine Delambily, to 
undertake work experience and improve her language skill. Some cyclists from Eye 
Twinning visited and were welcomed by Hédé Jumelage.  
 
Nick mentioned the three French language groups that were ongoing and thanked Lynne 
Clarke and Maggie Hale for their support of these groups.  

 
After outlining events for the coming year, which will be publicised in the next, soon to be 
published, newsletter, Nick mentioned a pending visit by a Twinning member, Andy Phillip,  
with a convoy of World War Two vehicles which would be going through Hédé.  
 
A possible three way link with Hédé’s German Twinned Town of Badbergen has been 
suggested and we are in e mail contact with members of the German Twinning group. 
Some twinning members who are also German speakers will try and progress this, 
hopefully visiting Hédé when the German visitors are there in October.  
 
There had been a request by young teenage girls basketball club in Hédé for a visit if 
possible with a match against a similar English team.   
 



Nick said that on a personal note and in the light of recent terrorist attacks he felt that the 
aims of Twinning were now more important than ever. The positive way in which members 
interact with our French Twining partners shows that the spirit of the Twinning ideal is still 
alive in our organisation.  
 
 

The full version of this report can be found on the Twinning website. 
 

Dave Long then presented the audited financial statement and made his Treasurer’s Report as 

follows: 

 

In 2015 Twinning funds have been swelled by a further £977.69 taking our 
accumulated worth to £3,250.81 although I would say in reality we have just over 
£3,000 as flight fares of some £216.96 in respect of the Hédé Market 2015 have been 
settled in the current accounting year. 

This however puts us in a very healthy position ahead of the visit this year from Hédé 
and compared to two years ago we are in an even stronger position financially. 

During 2015, a fund raising year in our accumulate one year, spend the next cycle we 
saw Subscriptions reach a new high of £610 thanks to member loyalty and the 
Committees push to seek new and to replace members that have moved away from 
Wortham.  

Our Main fund raising event for 2015, the Murder Mystery evening was an extremely 
successful night, if a bit stressful for its main organiser Andy Simpson however through 
his and the Committees efforts £383.74 was raised. 

Other events during the year, the Garden Party at the Simpson Household raised 
£88.32 and the Cinema Evening and the Chairman’s house raised a further £35.80. 

The Committee remains committed to providing value for money in respect of the 
Membership fees and in this regard the AGM drinks and Christmas Get Together was 
fully subsidised by Twinning funds. Whilst on that note by majority vote the Committee 
have agreed to maintain Membership fees at £20 per family, £10 individual 
membership. For those wishing to pay these by Standing Order a mandate is within 
your AGM pack which should be sent direct to your Bankers.  

During 2015 it was of course our turn to visit Hédé and Member families with children 
claimed the subsidies on offer and £225 was paid out in this regard. 

Other ad hoc entries in the accounts included residual calendar sales, a donation to 
Wortham School where we subsidised the cost of French language books in the hope 
to forge closer links and of course Public Liability Insurance which is a requisite of 
holding events in the Village Hall. 



In 2014 when the French last visited our outlay was net £325.01 and as such I am 

happy that we have the ability to put on an enjoyable programme of events for our 

guests this year.  

Finally, I would remind members that subsidies will be available for those families that 

host the French this year and therefore please see the newsletters for further 

announcements in this regard. I would encourage members to take up these subsidies, 

we are appreciative of the time and cost that goes into this and the purpose of our 

fundraising is in part to provide this support. 

A copy of the audited accounts can be seen on our website.  

The election of officers took place and are as follows: 

Chair           Nick Beasley  01379 783540 barnbeas@btinternet.com 

Treasurer   Dave Long   01379 898121 davelong1969@btinternet.com 

 Secretary    Judith Phillip   01379 741806 jeansjudith@hotmail.com 

 

Committee 

Lynn Clarke  01379 640614 burglindclark@yahoo.co.uk 

Joy Cornish  01379 309538 family.cornish@gmail.com 

Chris Grocott 01379 898338 christopher.grocott@btinternet.com 

Gerry Gurhy  01379 890960 gerry.gurhy@btinternet.com  

Pam Gurhy  01379 890960 pam.gurhy@btinternet.com 

Katherine Hughes 01379 741299 hughes.katherine00@me.com 

Christina Odams 01379 897110 originalsint@btconnect.com 

Andy Simpson 01379 644174 andysimpson49@gmail.com 

Linda Simpson 01379 644174 lindaruth11@gmail.com 

  

Nick thanked Linda who was standing down as secretary. He thanked her for the 

enthusiasm and drive she had brought to her role. He presented her with flowers by way of 

thanks.  

 

After the business element of the evening was over members took part in a light-hearted  

French themed quiz . The winning team ‘The Bonapartistes – Katherine and Terry Smith , 

Ian Luff and Andy Phillip  each  won a pack of mini eggs.   
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French Language Groups 

 
We now have four French Language groups on the go. Two structured groups led by Lynn 

Clarke, one a beginners group and the other an improvers group (sorry Pam Gerry and Joy 

but you cannot call yourselves beginners forever!) meet on a weekly basis. In addition 

there are two conversation groups. One group who call themselves ‘Ragots’ (gossips) meet 

on a frequent but irregular basis. They are guided by Maggie Hale who will set a small 

amount of ‘homework’ which is reviewed before going on to more general discussion. The 

other conversation group who also meet on a frequent but irregular basis informally decide 

on topics for conversation which may be guided by a newspaper article or topical subject.  

 

Anyone can join the conversation groups  and if you wish to be kept informed of the dates 

they are next due to meet please contact Judith our secretary (01379 741806 

jeansjudith@hotmail.com).  

 

And finally ………  

 

We are pleased to be able to welcome a number of new members : 

 

Gina and Barry Cole  

Fee and Nick Robertson 

Susan Richardson 

Charlie Vicky Joe and Amber Tustian 

 

We are pleased that the Twinning Association is going from strength to strength and we 

are especially keen to encourage families to join us. If you know of anyone who may be 

interested do tell them all about us and bring them along to one of our events.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


